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Entertainment, Travel & Adventuce in Hon

ISLAND ARCHI

ory & Photographs by Scott Lynn Riley

That man is a success who has lived well, la

NG

n 1889, the author of Kidnapped and
Treasure Island spent several months in the

Archipelago, kicking about w

rudite fellow—a man who loved

10 dance and sing into

arch, as he was called.
David Kalakaua
ever met.” claimed writer-adventurer Robert

The finest gentleman I

Louis Stevensor

On a visit to Oahu—known as *The Gath

Place”—spellbound by old Haw

tales and mesmeriz

ary edificcs, [ went on a one-day walk

ing tour of the city’s historic buildings, many

conveniently locat

» Honolulu's capitol

om W

o spiritual, And every one was an example of

quintessential Hawaiian architecture

In Waikiki one lovely, carly morning, Bus

sea and surf, past

5. 2 took me away fro

slumbering Kuhio to Kalakaua

ops, and o

Avenue, After crossing King. the veh

Sl
)

Ve

hed often, and loved much,

Tine orctheics mey
be found in emd
wreand wamy Hosslis
such o the
Mo Thatre snd iy
corved enches ovelool)
and the Liog Komebommeho
st ctuide the former

Sepeme Comt by,

alighted at the corner of Rich

here | was stunned by lush sur

oundings, towering trees and capacious
lawns, which stretched into the distanc

resh, breezy

How enchanting, | thought

ir, sweet-scented with aromas of tropical

plants. Crossing Richards ! made

are of Queen

nonarchs, deposed in 1898

OURTHOU

Just beyond the statue of the steadfast queen,

through wiry root trur
banyan, a rose-pink edifice glimmered in
the sun. There, the marvelous four-story,
neo-renaissance loka me into

S.Fin

shed in 1882, the exterior design incorpo

ates Cor with porch

ke galleries
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the column tops are sculpted floral crowns
All these enchanting architectural elements

perfection with the lush verdure of

pired by

King Kalakaua, who in 1881 circumnavi

gated the globe-a remarkable feat where
history had gone before. Warmly
welcomed in Japan, the king was awarded

the Order of the Chrysanthemum by Em.

7 dectic dhokcs Infoem

Hosches arditocere,
eaw pecbg mere 30 than
e dusfon desment of the
o Homsluls Poice Station
0 deon dasign contrusting
with the artsy cetter of
T Com Mk Shop

ng list of

peror Meiji. Indluded in

workd leaders h
tour were Pope Leo X111, King Umberto [ of
ly. Khedive Tewfik of Egypt, Wilhelm [1 of

al Buddha” Siamese King

ueen Victoria,

the period of high culture for folani

¢ life was quite shoet. After the monar
chy fell, the buikding was neglected, falling

into progressively worse disrepuir for de

cades. Over time, concerned local citizens
came to the rescuc. A meticulous program
of restoration finally began, and today the
first and second floors are open o guided

tours. On display are the Grand Hall, State

Dining Room, Blue Room, Throne Roor

and Suites of the King and Queen, as well a

the chamber where Queen Liliuokalani was

ed under house arrest

The former Supreme Court building

erected in 1874, lics just across the re

raced by the famous

417 South King Street

statue of King Kamehameha | @, nationa
hero who founded the Kingdom of Hawa
by conguering the islands and eliminatin

feudal warfare. This great king is depicted

1 WIS




hula dance was being performed at a color

ful wedding reception as | strolled by, At one

cross three young and viva

cious tourism wolunteers, Jon Dang, Julic

Williamson, and Hannah Broderick,

16, of Punahou School, helping to provide
information to visitors

A

Street, | located Kawaishao Church @, which

w blocks away, at 957 Punchbow

dates from 1843, designed by missionary
Reverend Hiram Bingham, constructed

¥ orditoome serves

e, both seclaby ond
siriveally,
Mission Howses Museam
od ity wadding reception

o in ¢ dowestown Cotholic

o i the

durck

of rock quarried from coral reefs. A Bach

partita was blasting forth at great volume

from the or as | walked by, Lured by

music, | went inside for a better look, finding

the church emypty except for the talented

racing the walls of the second

floor, behind long wood

pews, are vintage

ings of the Hawailan monarchs, and

e, created quite a fine and unfor

a mpression
Outside Kavai
Rev. James Merseberg dressed in a Haveaiian

Church [ came upor

esting and friendly ordas

e of 81 who officiates at Kawaiahao

ing breaks between ceremonies. "1 need no

" he told
“All my

important papers arc right inside, beneath

ting the top of his instrument c:

my ukulele” We sat and talked of his d

hood days spent at Parker Ranch in Waimea,

h I came to understand is a famous

haunt of Hawaiian cowpunchers. Merscberg

ve up being oy at a young age when

he traveled to New England to attend one of

standing in a feather cloak, bearing

peace. And yet this glowing

work might just as well be Zeus, it seemed

10 me, with bolts ¢

ertips. Such s th

Faw power
is sculpture cxudes. Ironically, the Hono-
is only a replic

nal work was forged in Flor
ence in 1880 by An

rican sculptor Thomas

Gould but was lost in transit when its ship

ol Islands or

went down either

Cape Horn, accordi

The recast bronze statue seen in downtown

n February

story gocs that a Port Stanley

up the original, which was

 ogane gots the
royol eatment in

o stolcasa of the mvo-

[ ———

hat maimizes ea the

warm g of weod,

royol st decaestiog o

gete o the paloce, ond

besement golery deveted

1o hemes diplaying poatil

revtorssan

repurchased and soon continued its round:

about journey to the Hawaiian Archipclago

al statue now stands at the king's

1 Kapaau, a small town o

northwest tip of Oshu

553 Sou

A short distance away, a h King

Street, is the Mission Houses Museum ©,

arrived from New England. A Bostor

g firm donated an entire frame house, in

pieces, 1o be erccted “for the comfort of the
ladies” It arrived on Ct
year, the oldest such h

¥

as a school, and its basement a

alian Islands, lts small pa

dining hall. A storage house was added in
1831, an

was built to hold a printing press

n,a decade later, an extra room

ods

at served the

ous puritanical life and lear

are now a spacious center

d local functions. A

the oldest seminaries in America. “If not for

divine intervention.” he told me, smiling, "I'd

e wearing a cowhary hat right now
LEAND A

n mind, | mozied on ove

s couple of blocks

vay of a nondescript fa

de flanked by two large aqua
I YWCA @

a specialist in ¢

it in 192

tecture who was the chief archit

e, this bu was meant (o be &

ore hogant then
Y] Wit
veulted portico of he
Hewian lctrc Swidny,
the arches eed ot deco
windows of Cabe i,
T~
ed eblen of Dilinghem
Tramspestoten Bading

014 WG

by F
ard where visi

‘afe Julia is
named in
hreadbare

edges, this busy building still whirrs

like clockwork 88 years an,

message of its

ing brightly through it

of the completion of the

Electric Building @

at 900 Richards Street, just down the block

able vaulted

e for its rema

ing is whimsically decorated

ed masterfully

by ulian
Ellsworth ¢
Fandi

by Garnsey do play a major roke in many «

matifs like those used

A musterpiece
ndertaken by architects Charles

Dickey and H; 929 Alexander

Wood is the

of Japanese, Italian, Moorish a
ces. Nearby, at 735 Bishop Street and

opened in the same year, Uy
Transportation Building ©.

architect Lincoln Rodgers, »

s another
of this rather free and ope

pression) while

3t 1130 Bethel Street, f

staggering creation by Honoluls

s
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Walter Emory and Marshall Webb. The

opulent art deco and beaux-arts build

%
Ided dome, statues of marble

includes a

plush carpeting, and a superb Lionel Walden

Over the years the theater's fortunes

d. After it closed in 1984, Hawaiian

citizens raised funds for reconstruction

fons were finished in 2005,

ue of Historic American Theaters

he “Outstanding

Historic Theater in America.” The Havail
Theater is truly a feast for the eyes. Today's

varied pro

ctions include top stage perfor

mances of Hawaiian music and dance.

ART & ARCHITECTURE

1 once again boarded Bus No, 2, this time

riding in the directi Waikiki, getting off

the bus a block or so from the superh Hono
falu Mu Art @, 900 South Berctania

Street, the final destination of my tour.

i ¢

The missionaries were good and did well
goes & commaonly heard bit of local humor

that prominent mission
ary descendants (

Anna Rice Cooke,

were good.
art collection outgrew the estat
Cooke decided to found a visual arts museum
and donate numerous artworks for the ben

efit of all o see and experience. The family

shed to make way for
927, the build
g that is now the Honolulu Museum of Art,

house was dem:

structure, which becar

and spiritual” would be my b

description of this delightful museum, done

in the Revival Mission style, designed by

WINGSIAN FARD 3004

e vl st
conimaos mithi

el ovtside the Hanoll

Mosewm of Art done wp

i Revival Mission syl

slted 10 the cavicomment,

wnd i dotels ke o

g om bty for

the gelera.

New York architect Bertram Goodhue and

his colleague Hardie Phillip. Collections

include paintings and decorative arts from

Europe, Asian textiles, and traditional works

from Africa, Oceania, and the Americas, phus
8,000 Japanese woodblock prints donated by
author James Michener

EPIPHANY IN KONA COFFEL

Just by hick | met a lovely young blonde

woman within the grounds, Simone Lud

of Lindau, Germany. We talked together as

we took in the sights. According to Simone,
rked 2 kind of cross
¢ period of
travel, not only within Hawail but also long

her visit to Honoluly

roads in her life, the start of a ko

trips throughout Asia, before her eventual

return to Furope and a new job.
1 was fascinated by her life and the excit
ing talk of countries and places as well as her

insights about the museum, which she said

in great contrast to the muscums of her
aria. "1 k
here that filters in thros

homeland, Ba

 the natural light

al trectops,
1, all with
tropical Hawaiian breezes sweeping through”

the shade of those trees, the tiled ro

Lost in reflection over a rich cup of Kona
coffee that evening in Waikiki, I fecalled Sim
one’s words. Suddenly | realized what else |

had discovered in the course of that incred

ible, memorable day: the beautiful heart and
spirit of Hawaii that inspires living well and
hing.
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2011 JAPAN

HYMES . 2R, Thankyou,world.

HHFCBOLBARRRTI000@AFBIEOTAREXATOES,
We have received generous donations of $1 billion for our disastor recovery efforts.

To our friends around the world, Japan s grateful o you
for helping our disaster recovery efforts.
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