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THE FRIENDS OF Itll ANI PALAC

He Ho'ailona Ha‘aheo:
Royal Orders and Orders of Merit

A classroom activity from the Friends of ‘Iolani Palace

Overview

This activity will help participants engage with the concept of orders of merit and other
physical displays of merit and prestige connected with ‘Iolani Palace’s curated content on
the history of orders of merit in the Hawaiian monarchy. By designing and creating their
own order of merit and insignia including personally relevant symbolism, or by reproducing
a historical order, participants will internalize the symbolism expressed through orders of
merit and better understand the significance of such objects.

This activity is meant to be an engaging, hands-on artistic activity for younger participants
ages seven years and older.

Lesson Content

Educators should present a selection of real-life examples of orders of merit, including
simplified information about the orders such as criteria for membership, ranks, mottos and
history. Emphasis should be given to the orders' insignia, including materials and visual
symbols. An example selection is provided by ‘Iolani Palace for educators to use in their
lesson (see lesson packet), but additional examples can add to the experience.

Materials and Equipment

Color printer
Card stock or thick printer paper
e Scissors
» Crayons, color pencils, markers, etc.
e Glue sticks
Optional
* Laminator and laminator sheets
e Safety pins, magnets or other ways to fix the orders onto clothing



Activity Directions

The core activity is having participants design their own order of merit. Participants should
begin by browsing examples. If they have already visited the curated exhibit spaces at ‘Iolani
Palace, they may already have some inspiration, but browsing the provided examples or
looking for inspiration online will help them understand different attributes of orders and
inspire them to include things they find interesting or important.

1. Following the included worksheet, participants should ask themselves, what will my order
represent? What will it be called? What are the criteria for admission into this order? Does
it have ranks or levels? What insignia would each rank have? How can I symbolize these
concepts in the shape, color, materials or motto of the order's insignia? Finally, participants
should imagine who they would give their order to and why.

2. After they reflect on the meaning and physical aspects of their order, participants should
have access to an array of materials to design and create the insignia of their order of merit.
This variation makes use of printed paper templates based on common forms of real-life
orders of merit. The provided templates (in a .pdf file) are colored gold and silver to reflect
the common use of those materials in real orders. There are also white shapes that can be
colored in to reflect the use of enamel.

3. Participants should select 3-4 shapes to combine for their insignia. Large shapes are
meant to be about the size of large breast stars, smaller shapes are about the size of
badges. There are also templates for ribbon shapes that can be colored and combined with
badge shapes to make a pendant badge. All the pieces can be glued together. They can
optionally be laminated and cut out to make them more durable. If time and materials allow,
participants can also make a set of insignia for the different ranks of their order.

4. When their insignia are finished, participants can share the information about their order
and explain the aspects of their insignia. If they want, they can present their insignia to a
person of merit!



Example Worksheet

The name of this order is:

T’qe EO Gl Order O'F 'H’!e HGMGIQ HGHOIGGHO

The order has ___ ranks. They are called:

i Konohii High Rank
2. Lbﬁ’la

s. Hamale .

4 HOG

S Low Rank

o White enamel heart for pure infentions

5. Amber heart for care and commitment

4. Green gems meanulquoww%

5.




Example Insignia

Smaller Badge

Smaller Badge



