THE FRIEHDS OF “IOLAHI PALACE

Kilohana o ke Aloha:
The Queen’s Quilt

A classroom activity from the Friends of ‘Iolani Palace

Overview

This activity will help participants engage with the history of Queen Lili'uokalani's
imprisonment in ‘Iolani Palace and the creation of her famous quilt as an expression of her
thoughts and emotions during that time. By designing and creating their own sections of
quilt and combining them into a larger, collaborative project, participants will gain personal
experience with the expressive power of crafts like quilting and better understand the
queen's perspective during her imprisonment. At the end of the activity, the resulting quilt
can serve as a fond representation of each participant’s unique contribution and their
shared experience as a class. This activity is meant to be an engaging, hands-on artistic
activity for participants from elementary school up.

About the name: A kilohana is the top layer of kapa of traditional Hawaiian bedding. A
kilohana is usually intricately decorated and serves as an outlet of artistic expression in the
home. Kilohana o ke Aloha means “kilohana of aloha.”

Lesson Content

Educators should discuss the story of Queen Lili'uokalani’s imprisonment in ‘lolani Palace in
1895. Emphasis should be given to the project of creating the “crazy quilt” that she and her
companions began during her imrisonment and completed shortly after her release. This
story is explored in detail in the accompanying lesson packet prepared by the Friends of
‘lolani Palace.

Materials and Equipment

e Printer
Card stock or thick printer paper
e Scissors
* Crayons, color pencils, markers, etc.
e Glue sticks
Optional
» Large sheets of paper or poster board (greater than 24" x 24") to combine the quilt
blocks



Activity Directions

The core activity is having participants design their own quilt segments. The provided quilt
block template includes a total of 9 blocks. 8 of the blocks are divided into 5 patches for a
total of 40 patches. The center block’s layout matches the center block of the queen’s quilt.
We recommend saving the center block for last as a task for the whole class. The remaining
40 patches should be cut out for participants to use. In the end, the patches will be
combined into a class quilt with a center block created as a class. The total size of the
blocks when combined in 24" x 24".

1. Participants should begin by looking at the design of the queen’s quilt. If they have
already visited the quilt itself at ‘Iolani Palace, they may already be familiar, but browsing
the material in the lesson packet will help them understand the detailed history of each
aspect of the quilt. Participants should ask themselves, what would I want to remember
with this project if [ were in the queen’s position? What people, events, dates or activities
would be on my mind? How can [ express my thoughts and feelings about these things
through my quilt patches?

2. After they reflect on the content of their quilt patches, participants should have access
to the cut out patch templates. There are 40 patches total, so some participants can create
more than one if they wish. They should draw on the blank side without a number on it.
They can use the drawing materials to put whatever they want on the patch, but they
should keep in mind that the patches will be combined in the end to form a class quilt.

3. When their patches are finished, participants should work together to rebuild their quilt
blocks. Each block has a number with patches labeled a-e. Patches 1l.a through 1l.e fit
together to form block 1, patches 2.a though 2.e form block 2, and so on. The patches can
be glued together onto a larger sheet of paper.

4. When all the blocks are reassembled, all the participants should get together to decide
the content of their center block. Some suggestions are to include the dates of the
beginning and end of the class or school year, the educator’s name, or other things that the
participants have in common. After that, all 9 blocks can be glued onto a large sheet of
paper to complete the quilt.

Variations. This project could be completed using digital art tools to create the patches as
an exercise of digital artistic skills. It could also be done as an actual fabric quilt using
scraps of fabric brought from home. Any variation in materials would be suitable to achieve
the outcome of artistic expression, collaboration, and reflection on the queen’s plight.



Example Patches and Quilt
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